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I thought that I had previously submitted this issue to J4 – but I cannot find it either on the current agenda or work-assignments.  I apologize if this is already on someone’s “to do” list but do want to insure that it does make it to J4 for consideration before next year’s quality (much less FCD) reviews.

There seems to be a reoccurring problem in the draft Standard with confusing “simple insertion” with “fixed insertion” editing (also with occasional confusion with special insertion). Both types of editing are defined (and distinguished) in “13.16.39.4 Editing rules.” Fixed insertion is defined in “6) Fixed insertion editing” while simple insertion is defined in “4) Simple insertion editing.” Therefore, it is important that the draft be consistent in the use of these two terms and not use one – where it really means the other OR BOTH.

Reference 2 seems to have resolved problems with this in previous versions, but there are still (several?) cases where this confusion still exists in CD 1.6. For example, both the first group of columns and the first group of rows in “Table 9 — Format 1 picture symbol order of precedence” refer to “Fixed insertion symbols” where the ’85 Standard (correctly) uses the term “non-floating insertion symbols”. As I have been unable to locate my previous correspondence on this issue – much less review the entire document – I cannot point to all the places where this confusion still exists.  However, I would hope that J4 would not just fix the precedence table but would review all of its (new and revised) references to “insertion editing” to make certain that it uses the correct term.

Note: While working on this I-DOC, I came across the following in “Table 6 — Category and type of editing”,

“Numeric-edited (floating-point edited result) - Type of editing - All for the significand part”

From all that I can see, this is intentional – but it did surprise me a bit.  I have trouble picturing what 
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would mean (or more importantly when it would be used).  I only mention it in this paper, in case J4 (or WG4) want to revisit this “definition” and restrict the type of editing available for floating-point numeric-edited items.

